
Lesson Planning for K-12 Teachers 
Tips and Resources 
No matter where or what you teach, there are a certain basic ingredients for every lesson plan. 
Here are a few tips with some helpful links at the end of this document! 

1. Set Clear Learning Objectives:
• Clearly de�ne the learning goals and objectives for each lesson.
• Use action verbs to specify what students will be able to do by the end of the lesson.
• Ensure that the objectives align with curriculum standards.

2. Assess Prior Knowledge:
• Determine what students already know about the topic to tailor your instruction.
• Use pre-assessments, class discussions, or quick quizzes to gauge students' prior knowledge.

3. Choose Engaging Activities:
• Select activities that cater to diverse learning styles and promote active engagement.
• Incorporate hands-on activities, group work, multimedia resources, and real-world connections.
• Use technology tools to enhance student participation and motivation.

4. Sca�old Learning:
• Break complex concepts into smaller, manageable steps.
• Provide support materials, such as graphic organizers, guided notes, or visual aids.
• Di�erentiate instruction to accommodate diverse student needs and abilities.

5. Incorporate Formative Assessment:
• Continuously monitor student progress during the lesson.
• Use formative assessment strategies like exit tickets, quizzes, or class discussions.
• Adjust instruction based on the feedback received.

6. Integrate Technology:
• Utilize educational technology tools to enhance instruction and student learning.
• Incorporate interactive websites, educational apps, multimedia resources, or virtual simulations.
• Ensure that technology integration aligns with instructional goals.

7. Include Di�erentiated Instruction:
• Cater to students with diverse learning styles, abilities, and interests.
• Provide varied instructional materials, �exible grouping, and alternative assessments.
• Consider individualized education plans (IEPs) or accommodations for students with special needs.



8. Plan for Assessment:
• Include summative assessments to evaluate student

learning at the end of a unit or lesson.
• Align assessments with learning objectives and use a variety of

assessment formats (e.g., tests, projects, presentations).
• Provide timely and constructive feedback to guide student progress.

9. Allow for Re�ection and Closure:
• Provide time for students to re�ect on what they have learned.
• Engage students in closure activities, such as summarizing

key points or discussing the relevance of the lesson.
• Encourage students to ask questions and seek clari�cation.

10. Seek Collaboration and Professional Development:
• Collaborate with colleagues to share ideas, resources, and best practices.
• Attend professional development workshops, conferences,

or webinars to enhance your teaching skills.
• Stay updated with the latest research, educational trends, and instructional strategies.

Useful Links:
1. Edutopia: https://www.edutopia.org/
2. National Education Association (NEA) Lesson Plans: https://www.nea.org/lesson-plans
3. TeachThought: https://www.teachthought.com/
4. ReadWriteThink: http://www.readwritethink.org/
5. Common Sense Education - Best EdTech Tools:

https://www.commonsense.org/education/top-picks
6. ASCD - Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development: http://www.ascd.org/
7. National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE) lesson planning resources:

https://ncte.org/resources/lesson-plans/
8. Teaching Channel: www.teachinchannel.com/
9. Lesson planning templates: https://www.teacherplanet.com/lesson-plan-templates
10. Lesson planning tips for new teachers:

https://study.com/academy/popular/6-lesson-planning-tips-for-first-year-teachers.html

Remember, e�ective lesson planning is an ongoing 
process that allows for �exibility and adaptation. 
Continuously re�ect on your teaching strategies 
and make adjustments as needed to meet the 
evolving needs of your students.
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