SIOP Lesson – Reading Comprehension

Strategy – Inferring the meaning of words

Where are you going Manyoni? By Catherine Stock

District Outcome:  TSW comprehend a variety of text

Content Objective:  We will use pictures, the text, and background knowledge to infer the meaning of vocabulary words.

Language Objectives:


Speaking – We will discuss with our small group members about our inferences


Listening – We will listen to our group members and the book


Reading – We will read the chart with inferences


Writing – We will work in pairs to write inferences of words by writing the sentences in our own words and using visuals.

Building Background:  Do you remember when we read the book Trouble?  How did we figure out the meaning of words written in another language?  How did that help us understand the text better?  Where was the setting of the book Trouble?  How was Africa different from Lawrence?  

· At this point bring out the Map of the world and direct students’ attention to the distance between Africa and Lawrence, KS. Show pictures of life in Africa and have students write what they see and then show them the pictures of life in Lawrence and have students write about the things they see. Once they are done we will talk about our similarities and differences.

Bring students back about talk about the things that people did in the book that we have just read. 

· Did the people use cars?  Did they use electricity? Today we are going to read another book about a child in Africa.   The book, “Where are you going Manyoni?” is about a girl who lives in Zimbabwe in Africa.  Just like Tekleh, Manyoni will make a journey.  We will again hear words we have never heard before.

Vocabulary:

Path, ridge, tractor, plains

Guided Lesson:

1. The activity will be very much like the “Trouble” lesson except some more responsibility will be released to the students.

2. Read aloud the first few pages.  Ask students to name words they did not know.  Write the word on chart paper and as before ask students to infer the meaning of the word and explain how they were able to infer that meaning.  Record the responses on the chart paper. (Have the chart set up the same as before)

3. At the next stopping place in the book ask students to get into small groups and record the word, meaning, visual, and how the meaning was inferred on an 8 x 11 backline copy of the chart paper.  

4. At the next stopping place continue the same process together on the chart.  

5. Then alternate back to small group responding on the next page. 

6. Continue this process throughout the reading of the book.  (This alternating of group configurations is a good way to release some of the responsibility for the learning to students while still structuring the activity and scaffolding the students.

Interaction: Students will be provided opportunities for small group, Whole group, and then pairs to work on the activities. The grouping for today is pre-determined based on students’ comfort level with the comprehension strategy. Also, there are two kids that are LEP that have been paired up with students that are somewhat fluent in their languages. 

Strategies: Cognitive strategy of Inference, along with this, students will also use the strategy of drawing the visual and writing their own sentence for the words. 

Practice/Application: After modeling the lesson for students, they will be creating their own inferences in small groups using pictures and words. This will be used as a review/assessment technique to see if this strategy needs to be re-taught.
Conclusion/review/assessment:  Are you getting better at inferring the meaning of words you don’t know?  How did this help us understand the text better?  Read the content and language objectives.  Ask students if we met the objectives?  Give a thumbs-up if we did. 

