Exemplary Practices:

Teachers’ response on  Choosing Appropriate Content and Language Objectives

Content Objectives: Come from the standards, these are derived based on the broad concepts/outcomes that we want our students to achieve. (These are fairly easy).

Language Objectives: For language objectives, we look at our expectations for L,S, R,W for the context that we are teaching. In order to plan my language objectives, I look at the level of language acquisition that my students represent. Look at the experiences (language) that my students have had and plug in the objectives that are reasonable for the Content Objectives I want them to achieve.  

I also consult my ESL teacher… (since she is more aware of the linguistic complexities of Spanish language, being a Spanish speaker herself) regarding the language objectives that will fit under the content objectives that I have chosen.

For language objectives it is also helpful to align the specific skills and strategies that students need, to acquire the language… for example at the 1st grade level if Noun is what I want my students to learn then I will include specific strategies for learning nouns in one of the language areas (L,S, R, W) of content objectives.

Language Objectives are like a four-pronged approach. For the broad concept that they want to teach (Content Objective) they look at the areas of Listening, speaking, reading, and writing as four prongs that can help fulfill the Content objectives and this four pronged approach becomes their language objective(s). 

2. Finding a balance for content and language objectives when you have multiple languages represented:

In order to create a balance of content and language objectives in the class especially when you have multiple (8-9) different languages present in the class you can create a balance by explicitly building and teaching background knowledge. You cannot just get away by putting Content and Language objectives on the Board, you have to constantly check and monitor to see if your students can actually perform on those objectives… You have to do spot checking to make on the spot quick changes otherwise the objectives become meaningless. 

Content and language objectives need to provide a frame of reference to my students regarding what they are going to be learning.

These are some of the things that I listen and look for as I am going over the objectives and building their background:

· What is my students’ schema regarding the objectives?

· What kinds of differences my students bring to the classroom?

· Is there a lack of understanding on the part of my students regarding the topic?

Since I do not speak multiple languages I give them a lot of chances to share so that I know in general terms things like their level of language acquisition, kids who have limited vocabulary and include things for both content and language objectives based on what I find.
3. Assessment of Content and Language Objectives:
Has to be on going to make sure that the content and language objectives are being met. In order to do so I mingle with my students, listen to their discussions, see if my students are completely off-base regarding the broad concept (content Objective) that I what them to achieve. I go back to student work to see whether my objectives are being met, I look at the written responses, Conduct one-on-one reading conferences with students. This helps me in constantly teaching students how to scaffold each other. 

