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Required Research Courses (9 hours)
EDCEP 817 Statistical Methods in Education
EDCEP 917 Experimental Design in Educational Research
EDADL 838 Qualitative Research in Education

Elective Research Course (3 hours)
EDCEP 819 Survey Research
EDADL 986 Seminar/Advanced Qualitative Methods
or a quantitative/qualitative research course taken from other disciplines at K-State and
approved by the supervisory committee.

.
Note:  EDCEP 816 Research Methods or its equivalent is considered a prerequisite for the 12
hours of research in the  PhD program.

4. Preliminary examination
Satisfactory completion of all segments of a monitored, written examination of at least 12
hours over all areas of the program of study.

5.   Dissertation Research (30 hours)
EDCI 999 Dissertation Research (enroll under name of major professor)
Completion of a dissertation which examines a topic congruent with the program of study
using a systematic methodology consistent with accepted research paradigms; the dissertation
must be successfully defended in a public, oral defense.  The dissertation work is closely
supervised by the major professor with the guidance of the supervisory committee.

Ed.D. in Curriculum and Instruction program requirements

The student's Ed.D. program is directed by a minimum of five members of the university
graduate faculty, including a major professor with substantial expertise in the area of emphasis,
two other faculty members with strengths in the area of emphasis, one faculty member outside
the student's specialization, and one faculty member, appointed by the dean of the Graduate
School, from another department within the College of Education who serves as the chair of the
examination committee for the oral defense of the dissertation.

Each student's program of study is individualized with the approval of the major professor and
the supervisory committee to optimize the student's interests, expertise, and professional goals.

Information on the Ed.D. programs may be obtained from the College of Education Office of
Graduate Studies in Bluemont Hall or from the relevant department chair.

Credit Hour Requirements
A minimum of 94 semester hours beyond the baccalaureate degree is required, including the
following.  Up to 30 hours of coursework may be accepted from a master’s degree and applied to
the ED.D. program with the approval of the supervisory committee.  The nature of the courses
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and the length of time since master’s degree completion will be considered in accepting
coursework within the guidelines of the Graduate School.

1.   Area(s) of Emphasis (48 hours)

2.   Foundations (12 hours)
For each category, take the course listed or its equivalent.
•Techniques and Interpretation of Educational Research 

EDCEP 816  Research Methods
•Historical and Philosophical Analysis of Educational Ideas and Practice

EDCI 886  Seminar: Philosophies of Education
EDCI 886  Seminar: History of Education
or
EDADL 886  Seminar: Historical and Philosophical Analysis of

 Education
•  Social Science Explanations of Educating a Diverse Society

EDCI 910  Multicultural Curriculum Programming
•  Behavioral Bases of Educational Thought and Practice

EDCEP 912  Psychological Bases of Educational Thought and Practice

3.   Research  Courses (6 hours)
Research  courses concerning methodology consistent with that required for the dissertation.
Two courses typically used to meet research expectations include:

EDCEP 817  Statistical Methods in Education
EDCEP 917  Experimental Design in Educational Research

4.   Clinical Experience (12 Hours)
Objectives, activities, and outcomes for this clinical experience/internship are commonly
determined by the major professor (advisor), in consultation with the student.  The Ed.D.
Procedures Handbook for the College of Education include guidelines for clinical
experiences.

5.   Dissertation Research (16 hours)
EDCI 999  Dissertation Research (enroll under name of major professor)
Completion of a dissertation which treats an important topic of professional education
practice.  The dissertation must be successfully defended in a public, oral defense.  The
dissertation work is closely supervised by the major professor with the guidance of the
supervisory committee.

It is not uncommon for the dissertation process to take a year and a half from the start of the
dissertation proposal preparation to the date of the final defense.  Few dissertations are
completed in less time, many take more time.  If the student is fully employed during this
time period, it will likely take more time.
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Doctoral Areas of Emphasis

The doctoral Areas of Emphasis includes a brief description and a listing of certified graduate
faculty members affiliated with each Area of Emphasis.  The areas include:

• Career and Technical Education  (Agriculture, Business, Family and
Consumer Sciences)

• Curriculum Studies
• Educational Technology
• Language/Diversity Education (ESL)
• Literacy Education (Reading/Language Arts)
• Mathematics Education
• Science/Environmental Education
• Social Science Education
• Teacher Education (General)
• Other

In the faculty listing which follows, the departments are indicated by prefixes:
EDEL — Elementary Education;
EDSEC — Secondary Education; and
EDADL — Educational Administration and Leadership

For each phone number, the area code is 785.

Career and Technical Education (Agriculture, Business, Family and Consumer Science)
Faculty name Depart. Phone No. Research and Teaching Interests

Steve Harbstreit EDSEC 532-5904 Agriculture education, inservice,
srh@ksu.edu adult education in agriculture

Janice Wissman EDSEC 532-5765 Family and consumer sciences
wissman@ksu.edu education and vocational education

Sally Yahnke EDSEC 532-5113 Family and consumer science
syahnke@ksu.edu education

Curriculum Studies
Faculty name Depart. Phone No. Research and Teaching Interests
Paul Burden, EDEL 532-5550 Teaching methods, classroom
burden@ksu.edu management, discipline,

instructional leadership

Kay Ann Taylor EDSEC 532-4974 Foundations of education; historical,
katalor@ksu.edu philosophical, social, political,

economic, legal
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Sally Yahnke EDSEC 532-5113 Family and consumer science
syahnke@ksu.edu education

Educational Technology
Faculty name Dept. Phone No. Research and Teaching Interests

Tweed Ross EDADL 532-5991 School practices, leadership, ethics
tross@ksu.edu

Rosemary Talab EDSEC 532-5716 Distance education, information
talab@ksu.edu systems, technological literacy.

Kay Ann Taylor EDSEC 532-4974 Theory, instructional design, web-
katalor@ksu.edu based learning

Language/Diversity Education (ESL)
Faculty name Dept. Phone No. Research and Teaching Interests

Socorro Herrera EDEL 532-2125 ESL studies. Diversity.
socorro@ksu.edu

Kevin Murry EDSEC 532-2125 ESL studies, diversity education
xmas@ksu.edu

Literacy Education  (Reading/Language Arts)
Faculty name Dept. Phone No. Research and Teaching Interests

Todd Goodson EDSEC 532-5898 Composition, literature, and
ftgppfdpm@ksu.edu language study in secondary schools
 
Marjorie Hancock EDEL 532-5917 Literature-based reading and writing,
mrhanc@ksu.edu children’s literature, language arts

education.

Charles Heerman EDSEC 532-6675 Secondary reading instruction,
heerman@ksu.edu literacy, and social studies research.

Socorro Herrera EDEL 532-2125 ESL studies. Diversity.
socorro@ksu.edu
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Mathematics Education 
Faculty name Dept. Phone No. Research and Teaching Interests

Andrew Bennett MATH 532-0562 Math education
bennett@ksu.edu

Jackie Spears EDSEC 532-5530 Science education, gender issues,
jdspears@ksu.edu rural education.

Science/Environmental Education
Faculty name Dept. Phone No. Research and Teaching Interests

Sanjay Rebello PHYSICS 532-1539 Physics education
srebello@ksu.edu

Larry Scharmann EDSEC 532-6938 Science-technology-society, nature
lscharm@ksu.edu of science, controversial issues in

science, and biology.

Gail Shroyer EDEL 532-6737 Science education, gender and
gshroyer@ksu.edu equity issues, school improvement,

teacher education.

Jackie Spears EDSEC 532-5530 Science education, gender issues,
jdspears@ksu.edu rural education.

Iris Totten GEOLOGY 532-2227 Geology education
mtotten@ksu.edu

Emmett Wright EDSEC 532-7838 Environmental education
birdhunt@ksu.edu

Dean Zollman PHYSICS 532-1619 Physics education, application
dzollman@ksu.edu of video and information technology

physics education, teacher
enhancement, and school
improvement

Social Science Education
Faculty name Dept. Phone No. Research and Teaching Interests

Tom Vontz EDEL 532-5927 Social studies education, civic
tvontz@ksu.edu education, history education,

comparative government
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Teacher Education  (General)
Faculty name Dept. Phone No. Research and Teaching Interests

Paul Burden, EDEL 532-5550 Teaching methods, classroom
burden@ksu.edu management, discipline, instructional

leadership.

Fred Burrack MUSIC 532-5764 Music education
burrack@ksu.edu

Jana Fallin MUSIC 532-3827 Music education
jfallin@ksu.edu

Mike Perl EDEL 532-5524 Supervision and field experience.
perl@ksu.edu

Sally Yahnke EDSEC 532-5113 Family and consumer science
sjyahn@ksu.edu education

Tom Vontz EDEL 532-5927 Professional development, issues in
tvontz@ksu.edu teacher education

Student/Program Assessment

Ph. D. and Ed. D. students are required to self-assess their knowledge, skills and dispositions
upon admission to the program and as they exit the program.  The purpose of these surveys is to
document student growth throughout the program and to assist with program evaluation focused
on continuous improvement of the Ph. D. and Ed. D.  in Curriculum and Instruction.  In addition,
advisors and committee members are required to complete a  preliminary examination rubric
(considered the midpoint of the program) and a final examination rubric  prior to signing the
doctoral ballot at program completion.

Ph. D. / Ed. D. Graduate Admission Survey
The Ph. D. and Ed. D.  in Curriculum and Instruction require that each newly admitted student
access the C & I Graduate Admission Survey online and complete it upon admission to the
program.  An email will be sent from the Office of Graduate Studies providing directions for
accessing, completing, and submitting the Graduate Admission Survey during your first semester
of coursework.

Ph. D. / Ed. D.  Graduate Exit Survey
The Ph. D. and Ed. D.  in Curriculum and Instruction requires that each student access and
complete the  M. S. Graduate Exit Survey prior to their scheduled Final
Examination/Dissertation Defense.  As soon as the Final Examination is scheduled, an email will
be sent from the Office of Graduate Studies providing directions for accessing, completing, and
submitting the Graduate Exit Survey prior to final program completion.
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In addition to student surveys, your advisor is also required to access and complete two (Ph. D.)
or three (Ed. D.) assessment forms at the midpoint  and conclusion of your program.

 Ph. D. / Ed. D. Preliminary Examination Rubric
The Ph. D./Ed. D. requires that each major professor, in conjunction with supervisory committee
members, complete the Ph. D. or Ed. D. Doctoral Preliminary Examination Rubric prior to
signing the Preliminary Examination ballot.  The purpose of the rubric is to evaluate student
performance at the mid-point of the doctoral program while utilizing the resulting data for
program improvement.

Ed. D. Clinical Experience Rubric
The Ed. D. requires that each major professor complete the Ed. D. Clinical Experience Rubric
following the completion of the Clinical Experience.

Ph. D. / Ed. D. Final Examination/Dissertation Defense Rubric
The Ph. D./Ed. D. in Curriculum and Instruction requires that each major professor and
committee members jointly complete the Ph. D. / Ed. D. Final Examination/Dissertation Defense
Rubric prior to signing the doctoral ballot.  The purpose of the rubric is to evaluate student
performance throughout the program while utilizing the resulting data for program improvement.

All student and major professor surveys, forms, and rubrics are available at:
https://www.coe.ksu.edu/assessment/curin/




