The Catalyst Promotional Video Transcript
The educational world is changing. Teachers don’t present a lesson on chalkboards anymore and students just don’t take notes in a notebook. The college of education at Kansas State University strives to prepare students to fearlessly and creatively utilize the tools of tomorrow in their future classrooms.

CYNDI DANNER-KUHN - “When they get out and they’re teaching in classrooms they need to be able to teach in a classroom of tomorrow, not necessarily the classroom they went to, because schools have changed so much.”

The Catalyst, located on the lower level of Bluemont Hall, serves as a place for college of education students to easily access new technology and software, check-out professional equipment, get help from a knowledgeable tech support  staff, study and check email.

The relaxed and casual atmosphere is a big selling point for many students. 

ASHLEY SCHMITTER “I really like to come here to just study, for one, during breaks between classes I like coming in here because it’s quiet and I don’t have to search for a seat like I would in the library.”

MARIA BAUMGARTNER “I mean it’s quiet and easy to, you know, concentrate but it’s good for group work too if you have a group project you need to work on.

The Catalyst has a wealth of professional equipment that students can check out including still cameras, digital camcorders, tripods, Apple laptops, digital voice recorders and microphones. 

HEATH RATH “If they don’t have a Macintosh, a lot of the professors in the College of Education use software that is only available on a Macintosh so if they don’t have one at home they can just come here and either check out our lap-tops or use one of the Macs in the common area.”

ASHLEY SCHMITTER - “I use a PC so I had no clue about Macs to begin with but now I’m becoming an expert on them!”

CYNDI DANNER-KUHN – “They come to the Catalyst they use the cameras, both digital and still, they use the microphones the scanners.”

All Catalyst Apple computers  are loaded with the iLife software suite, which includes iMovie, iDVD, iPhoto, iWeb and GarageBand. The Catalyst is also home to the iLife room where students can produce a complete audio/video production from start to finish. Complete with a color monitor, VHS and DVD players, digital camcorder, tripod, microphones and digital card readers, college of education students have full access to all the essentials.

DANI SPELLMEIER -  “In one of my classes, our teacher, she had us watch a video. And she had brought down the video to the Catalyst and had it behind the desk and when we got here we checked it out and go to the iLife room. And the iLife room they had a TV and a DVD player and all that fun stuff that we were able to use and it was user friendly. So it was a good experience in the iLife room.

MARIA BAUMGARTNER – “We made a music video for my music for elementary class. We video-taped some kids and, yeah, it was a lot of fun.”

The Catalyst offers tech support that is fully-staffed with students and faculty who can answer any of your technology questions. 

BILLY MALONE “ I would say just a basic knowledge of Macintosh computers. You know, they were like me and didn’t have a really good understanding of the Mac computer and I can just kind of help them out with little questions like that.”

MARIA BAUMGARTNER “yeah, I had a problem with a project once. I was trying to burn it on a disk and it wasn’t, well, it was in the wrong format or something and I couldn’t figure out you know, why it wasn’t saving in the right format so they helped me and they figured out what the problem was and they were really helpful.”

The Catalyst is also home to the Midwest Equity Assistance Center’s multicultural, multimedia resource library.  The library houses a unique collection of books, DVDs, videocassettes, CD-ROMS, posters and games related to equity issues. 

MARIA BAUMGARTNER – “One of our instructors brought in some books once when we were talking about diversity and I really liked specifically one of them it was called the Black Book of Colors. And it had, it just kind of simulated what it would be like to be blind and it’s a picture book for kids.

New books, videos and other resources are added to the library on an on-going basis.

The Catalyst serves as an invaluable resource for students and staff alike. You will always be greeted with a friendly smile and you’ll always leave with the answers, support, and technology that you need to excel in the ever-changing world of education. 
