
Th" Geogrophyof Diuersity
 
TO RAISE GEOGRAPHIC AWARENESS,  I  ASKED MY 4TH-GRADE STUDENTS TO RESEARCH THEIR 

ancestry. As students identified various countries of origin, weplacedcoloredstickers with their 
names on a largemap. We displayed the map in the hallway. 

Drawing from that, students wrote essayson why the diversity of America remains important. 
We discussed what the Native Americans gave us, the gifts our families brought to the 

country,and what we individually bring to it today. ri(/-ediscussedour commonalities 
and our differences, coming to realizethat we are different, yet the same. 

"Diversityisagift from our coun-The message displayedon the classprojectwas, 
try to usJ' Student essays werecompleted on paperwith a special border depicting 

gift boxes. Each student colored the border differently; two could be somewhat alike, 
but there had to be a noticeable difference, as there is in each ofus.

'We
placedthe diversity essays in thehallwaynear our map. The display drew the atten­

tion of many as they passedby students, staffand parents.Wenoticedmanypeoplestoppingto -

examineand discuss the map 
and its message. 

Borboro Schlemmer TEACI{lNG TOLERANCE RECOMMENDS Notionol 
McKinley Primory Center Geogrophic'sGeography Acfion/, on onnuol Kl2 edu-
South Bend, Ind. cotion init iot ive,providesnumerous mult i-discipl inory 

resourcesfor educotors ond students to helo deeoen 

the sense of our globol community. To leorn more, visi t  

www.nof ionolg eog r aphic.co m/g e o gr aphyactio n. 

http:aphic.co

