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UbD Project: American Colony Regions                                 

Stage 1: Desired Results

Standards:

Geography Standard: The student uses a working knowledge and understanding of the spatial organization of Earth's surface and relationships between peoples and places and physical and human environments in order to explain the interaction that occur in Kansas, the United States, and in our world.

Benchmark 2: Places and Regions: The student analyzes the human and physical features that give places and regions their distinctive character.

Fifth Grade Indicators:

2. The student identifies and compares the human characteristics of the New England Colonies, Middle Colonies, and Southern Colonies and French and Spanish territories (e.g. national origins, religion, customs, government, agriculture, industry, and architecture).

Technology Standards:

For Students:

Standard 3: Research and Information Fluency
Students locate, organize, analyze, evaluate, synthesize, and ethically use information from a variety of sources and media.

Standard 4: Critical Thinking, Problem Solving, and Decision Making
Students collect and analyze data to identify solutions and/or make informed decisions.

Standard 5: Digital Citizenship

Students exhibit a positive attitude toward using technology that supports collaboration, learning, and productivity.

Standard 6: Technology Operations and Concepts

Students understand and use technology systems.

For Teachers:

Standard 1: Facilitate and Inspire Student Learning and Creativity

Teachers promote, support, and model creative and innovative thinking and inventiveness.
Standard 3: Model Digital-Age Work and Learning

Teachers demonstrate fluency in technology systems and the transfer of current knowledge to new technologies and situations.

Teachers model and facilitate effective use of current and emerging digital tools to locate, analyze, evaluate and use information resources to support research and learning.

Standard 4: Promote and Model Digital Citizenship and Responsibility

Teachers advocate, model, and teach safe, legal, and ethical use of digital information and technology, including respect for copyright, intellectual property, and the appropriate documentation of sources.

Understandings
Standards:

Students will understand that...

· Each region had similarities and differences.
Students will know...

· The human characteristics of the New England Colonies, Middle Colonies, and Southern Colonies and French and Spanish territories (e.g. national origins, religion, customs, government, agriculture, industry, and architecture).
Students will be able to...

· Identify and locate colonies and territories on a map.

· Illustrate and explain human characteristics in a presentation.

· Compare and contrast each region through a flip book.

Technology:
Students will understand that...

· Technology is helpful in researching topics.

· Technology is helpful in creating presentations.

Students will know...
· General keyboarding skills.
· How to navigate websites.
· How to use Microsoft PowerPoint programs.
· How to use technology responsibly.
Students will be able to...
· Use the computer to gather information relating to each region.

· Navigate through a website to find the appropriate information.

· Create a PowerPoint presentation.
Essential Questions:

Standards:

· How were the colonies different and similar: in religion? in government? national origins? agriculture? industry? customs?

· What kinds of contributions (positive or negative) the colonists create that is still around today?

Technology:
· Does technology help or hurt research?
· How did technology help the colonists survive?

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence:

Performance Tasks:

Standards:

· Compare and contrast regions through creation of a flip book. (Evaluate/Synthesis/Analysis/Comprehension) Kinesthetic, Linguistic, Spatial, Logical-Mathematical, Existentialist
Technology:

· Research area of concentration (religion, industry, etc.) for region using Internet and computers. (Knowledge/Comprehension) Linguistic, Spatial, Intrapersonal. Logical-Mathematical, Naturalistic, Musical
· Create a PowerPoint presentation about area of concentration for assigned region. (Synthesis/Knowledge) Kinesthetic, Musical, Spatial, Interpersonal
Other Evidence:

· Oral responses to essential questions.

Stage 3: Learning Plan

Learning Activities: Standards

· Review rubrics for research presentation.

· Model examples of final products.

· Set up time for research during Social Studies and Computer Lab sessions.

· Assign regions and area of concentrations to students and student groupings. 

· Model proper note-taking abilities.
· Students work on research using selected websites for their presentation.

· Scaffolding/guide students through their projects.

· Students create a flip book for comparing and contrasting the regions(New England, Middle & Southern Colonies or French or Spanish territories).

· Ask essential questions throughout research and presentations.
Learning Activities: Technology

· Exhibit websites appropriate for research use.
· Review good technology citizenship.
· Review proper search practices.
· Students create PowerPoint presentation after research.
· Ask essential questions throughout research and presentations.
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UbD Rationale

The Understanding by Design Template helps educators to "design instruction that promotes understanding and student engagement." (McTighe, Seif and Wiggins, 2002). The UbD Template has educators "'plan backwards' to identify concepts and skills." (McTighe, Seif and Wiggins, 2002). The teacher then creates goals of what the students need to learn from the lesson, and are then the students are able to "explain what they are doing and why." (McTighe, Seif and Wiggins, 2002). The UbD template assists me to instruct my students in a "hands-on, minds-on" approach, which enables students to learn through the many levels of Bloom's Taxonomy instructional strategies.


 Each student acquires knowledge differently through different learning styles and multiple intelligences. The multiple intelligences are Linguistic, Logical-Mathematical, Spatial, Musical, Bodily-Kinesthetic, Interpersonal, Intrapersonal, Naturalistic and Existentialistic. I have designed my UbD lesson to give students with different intelligences the opportunity to learn through their strength learning intelligence. Everyone, according to professor and theorist, Howard Gardner, has multiple intelligences, but the ability is stronger in one or two of the intelligences. Implying, we process information in a certain way. For example, a person who has strength in Spatial intelligence, are "able to perceive the visual." (www.ldpride.net). Spatial learners "tend to think more in pictures." (www.ldpride.net). 


My UbD project focuses on the subject of  fifth grade Social Studies. The lesson focuses on students studying about one of the Colonial Regions' (New England, Middle, Southern Colonies or French or Spanish territories). The lesson is about the human characteristics (religion, agriculture, customs, etc.) of the time period and for each region. The students are using the classroom textbooks and the Internet for research. The desired final product is that students will create a PowerPoint presentation on their characteristic of the region they are studying. After all presentations, students will compare and contrast the regions in a flip book design.


In my instruction, I will remind students of proper note-taking and correct use of  citations, and will also provide a short demonstration. I will use a model of a past finished PowerPoint presentation including flip books as examples. One element of the Understanding by Design template I really appreciate is that it "uses questioning, probing, and feedback to stimulate student reflection and rethinking." (McTighe, Seif and Wiggins, 2002). This will give me greater opportunities as an educator to guide my students into thinking more critically as they are working on their projects. They are not just learning and researching for an answer, but they are using what they discover, integrating the new knowledge with previous concepts, thereby modifying their knowledge base and applying it to the present.


I will assign students to work in pairs because I have witnessed that many students benefit in their comprehension in cooperative group learning environments. Students will be grouped according to their ability levels. Students will learn together and from each other.


The students will already be familiar with the Microsoft PowerPoint program, as well as basic keyboarding skills and navigation through websites, as they have learned it in previous grades. As Ian J. McCoog said in the September/October 2007 edition of The Clearing House, "Technology has changed the appearance and operation of modern society. Our world has become digital, and our classrooms are steadily following suit." This is a very true statement. Classrooms aren't just using textbooks anymore. Educators are going online and using more and more technology to instruct now too. Students are learning to operate a computer in Kindergarten now. "Years of computer use creates children that "think differently from us. They develop hypertext minds. They leap around."" (Richardson, 2009). Meaning children are learning less sequentially. They are spiraling around a concept. That is why my lesson will keep students engaged throughout the lesson because they are "leaping around" to learn about their region's characteristics. 


The UbD model is great because it  promotes the use of "a variety of resources (beyond the textbook) to promote understanding."(McTighe, Seif and Wiggins, 2002). In my UbD lesson, students are working together and researching their colony or territory's characteristics from different websites, including americanhistory.si.edu, ushistory.org and SocialStudiesforKids.com. Some websites give links to virtual tours, sounds or videos and other historical sites pertaining to the information requested. Students will create and share their PowerPoint presentations. After presentations are completed, students will create their own flip book that compares and contrasts the Colonies' characteristics. This will show student comprehension of all aspects of the colonies, not just their area of research. By researching, listening, watching, reading and creating their presentations and flip books, students are retaining 90% of what they have learned, according to the Dale's Cone of Experience. Dale's Cone of Experience states that if a person does an activity, along with seeing and hearing, a person will retain 90% of the information. 


I believe the Understanding by Design template is a excellent resource to assist teachers. This tool allows students to become astute critical thinkers, using their creativity, and refining their thought processes. By using the UbD template, teachers can incorporate instructional strategies to benefit each student's multiple intelligences and help students retain all they have learned longer.
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	Name: ________________________

Teacher: 



	Date : ___________________

Title of Work: ___________________



	 

Criteria
Points
1

2

3

4

 

Information & Research
Students did not perform any research on assigned human characteristic; there is no information on slides.
Students have one or two slides with information from their research.
Students have 3-5 slides of information from their research.
Students have 6 or more slides of researched information.
____
Formatting & Graphics
Students have no clear or concise formatting (text and font size)and graphics (pictures, clip art, videos, sounds, etc.).
The formatting or graphics overshadow information.
Formatting and graphics are not overshadowing the goal of presenting information.
Formatting and graphics are well used but the audience does not get lost in them.
____
Peer Cooperation
Students did not work together at all on project; only one student worked on project.
Students worked together minimally.
Students worked collaboratively and consistently.
Both students worked collaboratively and consistently equally.
____
Comprehension
Students did NOT understand or answer any questions on any information on their characteristic.
Students understood SOME of the information and answered some questions on their characteristic.
Students understood or answer MOST of the questions on their characteristic.
Students understood and answered ALL the questions on their characteristic.
____
Overall Oral Presentation
Presentation was not planned or presented well; no information given in slides or orally or questions answered.
Presentation is somewhat well planned & presented; some information is given in slides or orally & some questions answered.
Presentation is well planned and presented well both in slides and orally.
Students exceed expectations in both oral and PowerPoint presentations.
____
 

 

 

 

Total---->
____


	Teacher Comments:
 

	



Powered by TeAch-nology.com- The Web Portal For Educators! (www.teach-nology.com)
	Name: _____________________
	Date: ___________________

	Project Title: _____________________
	Teacher(s): 

	

	

	 

Colonial Regions Flip Book 

	


	Process
Below Avg.
Satisfactory
Excellent
1. Has clear vision of final product
1
2-3
4
2. Properly organized to complete project 
1
2-3
4
3. Managed time wisely
1
2-3
4 

4. Acquired needed knowledge base
1
2-3
4 

5. Communicated efforts with teacher
1
2-3
4 



	Product (Project)
Below Avg.
Satisfactory
Excellent
1. Format
1

2-3
 4
2. Mechanics of speaking/writing
1

2-3
 4
3. Organization and structure
1

2-3
 4
4. Creativity
1

2-3
4 

5. Demonstrates knowledge
1

2-3
4 

6. Other:
1

2-3
4 



	 

Total Score:____________________________

	 

Teacher(s) Comments:
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