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Introduction

Thirty dissertation hours are required in order to graduate within the five-year time period given for achieving the Ph.D. (Graduate Handbook, Chapter Three, Section J, at http://www.k-state.edu/grad/gscurrent/handbook/chap3.htm).  Doctoral students may take dissertation hours when the major professor allows them. However, these must be taken every semester (excluding summers) after successfully completing the Preliminary Examination. As little as one hour, or as many as 3, can be taken each semester.  

Doctoral students in ECDOL should begin taking dissertation hours after the EDCI 887/888 sequence.  Students are encouraged to use Google Reader, Delicious, NetVibes, and the like in order to begin saving articles and research on a topic of interest and to keep abreast of research and theory in the field.  This sequence was designed to help the student develop an area of questioning for the dissertation proposal so that further hours could be taken in order to further develop and refine the concept.  

Students either receive an “I” for not making progress on these hours, a “NC” for making progress for hours taken.  The “C” for credit is not applied for all thirty hours until the final dissertation defense.  All thirty hours must be paid for by that time.  

The Purpose of Dissertation Hours

The purpose of these hours is to provide credit for research done on a dissertation topic, as the student refines and develops a proposal idea.  ECDOL students are required to present a good literature review for the Preliminary Examination, since this provides a basis to develop the dissertation proposal.  A successful proposal requires a careful literature review, so the wise doctoral student will begin thinking of a topic and taking dissertation hours as soon as practical after taking EDCI 888 and continuing these hours until a successful dissertation proposal has been created.

Dissertation Topic

You must read widely in EDCI 887/888 and other courses to find a topic that interests you, as well as a theoretical framework through which to study it.  Sources for topics:

· Readings and/or research in courses

· A problem or project at your school or district or institution

· ETR & D (AECT research journal, available in Hale or subscription at http://www.aect.org)

· Journal of Research on Technology in Education (ISTE research journal at http://www.iste.org)
AECT Conference or Conference proceedings (on cd)

· NECC Conference or Conference Proceedings (on cd)

· Research journals in your field

A conference  is invaluable

You will need to talk to Dr. Talab to refine your ideas before you begin searching on the topic.  You will also need to speak to a reference librarian to help you, as well, either at Hale Library or at your own institution.  This is all trial-and-error, as you search for topics.

Theoretical Framework

The theoretical framework is the “lens” through which you study a topic on technology. For example, if you want to study online learning, then you can study it in relation to motivation, constructivist teaching, diffusion of innovations, concerns-based adoption model, or any one of many theories available.

Three good resources (other than ProQuest or Academic ASAP through Hale Library) are:

· Theories in Educational Technology at http://www.coe.ufl.edu/school/edtech/theories.htm
· Theory into Practice Database at
http://tip.psychology.org/
· ISTE CARET
http://caret.iste.org/
Dissertation Hours Course of Study

The goal of a good dissertation proposal is to add a new piece of research to the field or else to replicate a previous piece of research that may have ambiguities or benefit from elaboration.  

· Consult Dr. Talab for a topic to be studied. First, find a question or problem that interests you and you want to solve.  Realize that, in reading more about your question, you may find that someone else has already studied it or that you will need to change your topic.  This is the nature of the dissertation. It requires discipline, or anyone could do it!  

· Some tips:

· Typically, one research hour means reading and writing about ten or more useful articles and developing either an annotated bibliography of 4-5 pages or writing a paper of 3-4 pages, double-spaced.  

· Two hours would be 10-15 articles with about 4-5 pages, and so on. 

· Some students choose to do more.  This helps them, as their proposals become more clearly reasoned. Only by reading the research and dissertations can students learn which questions have not been asked or answers, changes in the research and theory in the field. 

· All dissertations have a “recommendations for further study” or the like.  Read these sections to see what questions need to be answered. These questions can be the basis for your own dissertation. 

· Once approval has been obtained, then begin working on a review of Academic ASAP and ProQuest Library (including dissertations and theses), and any other source of studies on the topic through Hale Library. 

· Staying current - ProQuest and Academic ASAP will allow you to set up an “alert”, which will e-mail you of new resources, or you can get an RSS Feed to place on iGoogle or other desktop program. I will make new tutorials as time permits.  See these Jing tutorials on how to search these resources:

· ProQuest Research Library Part 1: E-mailing citations http://www.screencast.com/t/B5csQ2C0
· ProQuest Research Library Part 2: Alerts 
http://www.screencast.com/t/Rwly7jJtzJ
· Begin using RefWorks or the like to save studies, citations, and full-text dissertations. 

· Read primary sources for the original concepts, such as the original Bloom’s Taxonomy, Fuller’s Levels of Concerns, etc., which were written 30 or more years ago.  Then read relevant research up until the present day.  Since this changes, dissertation hours will provide the opportunity to stay current.  

· While a good proposal should include some very recent statistics on the field (number of e-learning programs in the U.S. that year, for example), the emphasis in reading should be on scholarly journals and dissertations in order to gain an idea of current research and theory in the field.

· If, after studying your chosen topic, you learn that it is not possible to develop a dissertation proposal around it, then you have learned something!  Knowing what not to study is as important as knowing what is, since you can use this knowledge to move forward with something else. 

· Submit the final paper or annotated bibliography to Dr. Talab at the end of the semester for review and advice.

